PNHP Board Meeting/Conference Call June 25, 2009
***Next Meeting will be on July 23, 2009***

Meeting Participants: Hank Abrons, MD (CA), Garrett Adams, MD (KY), Danielle Alexander (DC), Joseph Bak, PhD (TX), Ray Bellamy, MD (FL), Laura Boylan, MD (NY), Bill Campbell (MT), Aaron Carroll, MD (IN), Jerry Call (ME), John Cavacece, DO (MI), Claudia Chaufan, MD (CA), Andy Coates, MD (NY), Judy Dasovich, MD (MO), Claudia Fegan, MD (IL), Harvey Fernbach, MD (MD), Karl Fieser, MD (KS), Margaret Flowers, MD (MD), Jeff Gordon, MD (CA), Ann Hamilton, MD (CA), David Himmelstein, MD (MA), Paul Hochfeld, MD (OR), Mike Huntington, MD (OR), Henry Kahn, MD (GA), Vivian Lorenzo, MD (NY), Charles Mathews, MD (FL),Don McCanne, MD (CA), David McLanahan, MD (WA), Joe Miller, MD (NH), Courtney Morrow, (NY), Carol Paris, MD (MD), George Pauk, MD (AZ), Rian Podein, MD (WI), Victoria Powell, DO (MI), David Rabin, MD (DC), Johnathon Ross, MD (OH), Deb Richter, MD (VT), Ann Settgast, MD (MN), Chris Stack, MD (IN), Steve Tarzynski, MD (CA), Gordy Schiff, MD (MA), Vic Sidel, MD (NY), Rob Stone, MD (IN), Kip Sullivan, JD (MN), Art Sutherland, MD (TN), Bruce Trigg, MD (NM), Walter Tsou, MD (PA), Byron Tucker, MD (TX), Quentin Young, MD (IL), Daniel Wirt, MD (TX), Steffie Woolhandler, MD (MA), Ida Hellander, MD (staff), Mark Almberg (staff), Dave Howell (staff), Matt Petty (staff)

Moderated by Oliver Fein, MD (NY)
I. Update on Activities in Washington, D.C.
Dr. Rob Stone reported that he gave a presentation to the Health Care task force of the “Blue Dog” caucus. He reported that he was not allowed to give a Powerpoint presentation, instead  they made binders for all task force members. Rep. Baron Hill setup the meeting. Overall the members were receptive and Dr. Stone felt the meeting went extremely well. The caucus asked Dr. Stone to not publicize the meeting, and to maintain the relationship with the caucus, Dr. Stone has decided to honor those wishes.
Dr. Steffie Woolhandler reported that she testified before the Health subcommittee of the House Energy and Commerce committee. She reported was overall a positive, and single payer was treated “quite respectfully.” Afterwards, Dr. Woolhandler did an interview with the PBS Newshour. Dr. Oliver Fein noted that Dr. Woolhandler had a Letter to the Editor in the New York Times that appeared today. Dr. Woolhandler reported that many members of Congress have been hearing from their constituents in regard to single payer, which she said has been extremely helpful in getting PNHP members in the spotlight. 

Dr. Deb Richter reported that she did a briefing for congressional staffer with Michael Lighty from the California Nurses Association/National Nurses Organizing Committee (CNA/NNOC) and Vermont businessman Con Hogan. The briefing was well received and Rep. John Conyers was present throughout. As a visual aid, Dr. Richter took the billing paperwork from one pediatrician’s office in Vermont and stretched it across the room. Afterwards, Rep. Conyers took them to meet with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who said she supports single payer. 
Dr. Quentin Young reported that he testified before the House Ways and Means committee. The opportunity came about after Rep. Conyers had been pushing for hearings among the Democratic leadership. Dr. Young said that to get the most out of the opportunity, one needs members of the committee to ask questions of you.
Dr. Walter Tsou reported that he testified before the House subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor and Pensions (HELP) along with Geri Jenkins of CNA/NNOC, Dr. Marcia Angell, and right-wing physician Dr. David Gratzer. The hearing had one hour of discussion with standing room only in the room. Dr. Tsou said one of the highlights of the hearing was when Rep. Dennis Kucinich grilled Dr. Gratzer on his false assertions about the Canadian health system. 
Dr. Margaret Flowers reported that she testified before the Senate Health Committee, wherein she tried to focus on how the market has failed our health system. Sen. Bernie Sanders warmly welcomed her and Maryland Senator Barbara Mikulski asked her opinion on the public option. Afterwards Sen. Sherrod Brown passed Dr. Flowers a note thanking her for speaking out. 
Lobbying:
Dr. Flowers reported that there is a lot of confusion among congressional staffers about what single payer is, and what the public option will actually do. She also said that Drs. Chris Stack (Indiana) and George Pauk (Arizona) were visiting Washington to help with lobbying activities. She urged any other members who want to come to Washington to contact her at nose1@aol.com.

Dr. Stack reported that while in Washington he met with a number of Blue Dog Democrats and members from Indiana. He said he was amazed that no one wants to commit themselves to any position. Dr. Stack also said that whenever he met with a Representative or staff member, he always had an “ask” (endorse single payer, CBO scoring, etc.).
Dr. Pauk reported that he met with more than 20 different staff members. He also said that there is a wide range of knowledge within members’ staffs. Dr. Pauk also said that he thinks having “teams” of PNHPers meet with members is a great idea.
Dr. David Himmelstein reported that he, along with Drs. Oliver Fein, Marcia Angell and Rose Ann DeMoro met with Sen. Max Baucus. During the meeting, Sen. Baucus did admit that he admired the Canadian system and sees nothing wrong with itt, but said that this is America and we won’t go to a single-payer system. The Senator also said he would intervene on behalf of those arrested at his committee hearings. Dr. Himmelstein said overall the meeting was very surreal, and the one concrete result was an invitation to Dr. Flowers to testify.
II. Open Letter to President Obama in support of single payer

Dr. Hank Abrons reported that the Open Letter was written as though physicians were talking directly to the President. The Letter has been worked on and modified by Drs. Jim Kahn, David Himmelstein, and Steffie Woolhandler. Dr. Abrons said that he hopes PNHP can use the letter as an organizing tool among physicians and recruit them into PNHP. Dr. Abrons did express concern that the content of the letter will become stale with the rapid pace that health care reform is moving.
The initial response has been very positive. The letter has received over 600 physician signers and raised several thousand dollars. 
III. Chapter Reports
Minnesota: Dr. Ann Settgast reported that PNHP President Dr. Oliver Fein visited the chapter, where he gave several Ground Rounds and other presentations. Dr. Fein said this was a “model visit” and they kept him busy every minute he was there. Since his visit, the chapter has been invited to write several op-eds for the major newspapers in the state.
New York Metro: Dr. Laura Boylan reported that the chapter had their annual retreat where they planned actions for the coming year. The chapter also invited members from other single-payer groups in the area to join in the retreat. There was also a lot of discussion about messaging (Medicare 2.0 was a favorite). The chapter also had a single-payer float in the local gay pride parade.
Southern California: Dr. Steve Tarzynski reported that activists are planning a rally outside of Rep. Henry Waxman’s office in Los Angeles on July 20.
Western Washington: Dr. David McLanahan reported that the chapter has been involved in six to eight different panels and forums. At the second meeting of United for Single Payer, they were able to raise $4,000 and he feels like the single-payer groups in the state have united. Lastly, a recent Washington State Democratic party poll showed that members supported single payer two to one.
Montana: Bill Campbell reported on recent activities in the state, which includes a new coalition, Montanans for Single Payer. Bill also reported that Sen. Max Baucus held “listening sessions” in the most rural areas of the areas. Even though the locations of the sessions were isolated, there was overwhelming support for single payer. Dr. Carol Paris also came to the state and spoke at several rallies throughout the state.

Puerto Rico: Dr. Oliver Fein reported that a delegation of Puerto Rican physicians came to Washington to urge President Obama to implement a single-payer system and use Puerto Rico as a test.

Washington, D.C.: Dr. Harvey Fein reported that Healthcare for the Homeless will be holding a rally in D.C. Also the Leadership Conference for Guaranteed Healthcare will be holding a workshop.
Kentucky: Dr. Garrett Adams reported that state groups held a demonstration with 150 people in front of the Humana Building, which received excellent media coverage. Dr. Adams also said that a Presbyterian forum was held locally with Rep. John Conyers with Rep. John Yarmouth introduced Conyers. Yarmouth was very supportive of single payer, which was “music to their ears.” PNHPers Drs. Claudia Fegan and Rob Stone were also present. There is also a new group active in central Kentucky, and those members have already visited Rep. Ben Chandler.
Northern California: Dr. Claudia Chaufan reported that there is a lot of organizing and media requests. Dr. Abrons added that members are busy giving presentations throughout the state.
Georgia: Dr. Henry Kahn reported that a prominent conservative Republican had an op-ed piece in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution on June 14 saying that Republicans need to support Medicare-for-All. Also the local NBC affiliate asked Dr. Kahn to the counterpoint to a market-solution Republican they were having on-air.
Oregon: Dr. Mike Huntington reported that the Oregon Nursing Association and Family Practice Association both voted to support single payer. The chapter also held rallies a demonstration in front of Sen. Wyden’s office. Dr. Huntington also said that Dr. Paul Hochfeld has done several TV interviews in Portland.
Capital District, New York: Dr. Andy Coates reported that the New York State Nurses Association is making H.R. 676 their first national campaign, and that the union will be holding conference calls to educate their members on the issue.

New Mexico: Dr. Bruce Trigg reported that one of the states three members of the House is a co-sponsor on H.R. 676. Locally they are working with the Gray Panthers and PNHPers have been active in the media. Dr. Howard Waitzkin is also working to get Sen. Tom Udall to co-sponsor S. 703.
Texas: Dr. Daniel Wirt reported that Health Care for All -- Texas performed a “Win-Win” analysis for the city of Houston, which showed that the city could save tens of millions of dollars if there was a single payer system. Dr. Wirt also said they have been meeting with Rep. Gene Green and have arranged a town hall meeting with him.

Tennessee: Dr. Art Sutherland reported that the chapter along with other groups held a large demonstration outside the Blue Cross Blue Shield building in Memphis.
IV: Announcements: 
Healthcare-NOW! Has decided to celebrate Medicare’s 44th birthday by holding a rally in Washington, D.C. on July 30th. 
