 National Health Insurance for All Conference, Washington, DC

c/o Metropolitan DC Health Consortium

7603 Georgia Avenue, NW, Suite #203, Washington, DC  20012; 202.397.2277, 829.9108; email at Mirico5@aol.com 
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Dear National Health Insurance Supporter,


You are cordially invited to attend the “National Health Insurance Leadership & Organizers Conference” being held April 16-17, 2004, at Howard University Hospital, in the Towers Auditorium, 2041 Georgia Ave, NW, Washington D.C. The conference is being co-sponsored or supported by dozens of universal health care and social justice organizations across the country that include Physicians For A National Health Program, the Gray Panthers, the Labor Party, the National Coalition For The Homeless, the American Medical Students Association, and many other key organizers and individuals.  (Please see attached flyer with the most updated sponsor list and conference agenda.)


Dr. Quentin Young, National Coordinator of Physicians for a National Health Program (PNHP), has endorsed this historic conference, and will also be a keynote speaker. We are expecting anywhere from 200-300 participants at the national conference.  Rep. John Conyers (D, MI) is the honorary co-host of the conference.


The main goals of the week-end are:

· to kick off a fifty state campaign for passage of national health insurance legislation,  HR 676, or equivalent national health insurance legislation; to build support for grassroots efforts for passage of single payer legislation on the state level.

· to provide organizing and education tools to help national health insurance advocates. 

Conference organizers intend to establish a “national health insurance citizens network” or “working group” to begin the process of coordinating and implementing our campaign to pass HR 676 or its equivalent.  They also hope to create the necessary support to open a “national health insurance clearing house and coordination office” in Washington, D.C.  We believe that the leadership should come from the people that do the work, and NOW is the time to build a serious movement for national health insurance for all in America.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact us at 202.397.2277, or 829.9108 or e-mail at Mirico5@aol.com.

Sincerely 

Michele & Rick Tingling-Clemmons

National Health Insurance Conference Organizers

attachments:  3



 2 versions of flyer, draft agenda

Congressman John Conyers (D.MI), Honorary Co-Host and the Endorsers below, Invite
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YOU 

 to A National Conference!! 
Help build a Movement for

National Health Insurance NOW!!

Support House Bill #676

Come join health care advocates and activists from 

California, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, New York, Pennsylvania and more!

WHEN?
Friday, April 16 (Hill Briefing, Visits, Program, Reception) Saturday, April 17, 2004 (Skills & Strategy Sessions; Lunch & Breakfast Included)


WHERE?

Howard University Hospital & Towers Auditorium





2041 Georgia Avenue, NW – Green line Metro to Howard/Shaw station

WHAT?

A How-to Organizers Conference

HOW MUCH?
Registration: $15 Students $35 Health Care Advocates; $50 Doctors, Other Health Professionals; Seniors FREE

WHY?

To join one of the most important movements of the new millennium – to ensure that ALL Americans have quality health care NOW.  The rest of the industrial world enjoys health care.  Americans pay the most, while drug companies profit; nearly 50 million Americans are uninsured, 25 million more are underinsured.  Our seniors can’t wait – the rest of us shouldn’t have to.  It’s time for National Health Insurance NOW!

For More info:  Rick Tingling-Clemmons, 202.397.2277 or 829.9108; 571.344.1518 (cell); Mirico5@aol.com
Endorsers (partial list): Dr. Quentin Young (National Coordinator, PNHP); American Medical Student Association; Campaign for a National Health Program, CNHP, (NY); Campaign for a National Health Program NOW! (NYC); DC Health Care Coalition; DC Statehood Green Party; Emergency Committee to Restore Seniors’ Prescription Drug Benefits (WDC); Gray Panthers (National); Gray Panthers of Metropolitan Washington; Barbara Guest (Metropolitan Washington Public Health Association); Health Care for All (San Francisco Chapter); Health Care NOW!; Hearts and Flowers (WDC); Jobs with Justice (WDC);  Kentuckians for Single Payer Healthcare; Metropolitan DC Health Consortium; National Coalition of the Homeless; National Welfare Rights Union; Nurses Professional Organization (KY); Patients United for National Health Insurance (WDC); PNHP New York; PNHP Philadelphia; PushNOW (PA); The Labor Party; Universal Health Care Access Now, UHCAN (OH); Davene White, Howard University Hospital CARES (DC).  

Make checks payable to:  Metropolitan DC Health Consortium, 7603 Georgia Avenue, NW, Suite #203, Washington, DC  20012

Make your hotel reservations soon! Check out Howard’s website at www.howard.edu/enrollmentmanagement/tour/hotels. 

YOU 


are invited to attend

A National Conference!! 

Help build a Movement for

National Health Insurance NOW!!

Support House Bill #676
Come join health care advocates and activists from 

California, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, New York, Pennsylvania and more!
WHEN?
Friday, April 16 (Hill Briefing, Visits, Program, Reception) Saturday, April 17, 2004 (Skills & Strategy Sessions; Lunch & Breakfast Included)


WHERE?

Howard University Hospital & Towers Auditorium





2041 Georgia Avenue, NW – Green line Metro to Howard/Shaw station

WHAT?

A How-to Organizers Conference

HOW MUCH?
Registration: $15 Students $35 Health Care Advocates; $50 Doctors, Other Health Professionals; Seniors FREE

WHY?

To join one of the most important movements of the new millennium – to ensure that ALL Americans have quality health care NOW.  The rest of the industrial world enjoys health care.  Americans pay the most, while drug companies profit; nearly 50 million Americans are uninsured, 25 million more are underinsured.  Our seniors can’t wait – the rest of us shouldn’t have to.  It’s time for National Health Insurance NOW!

Congressman John C. Conyers, (D,MI) Honorary Co-Host

For More info:  Rick Tingling-Clemmons, 202.397.2277 or 829.9108; 571.344.1518 (cell); Mirico5@aol.com
Endorsers (partial list): Dr. Quentin Young (National Coordinator, PNHP); American Medical Student Association; Campaign for a National Health Program, CNHP (NY); Campaign for a National Health Program NOW! (NYC); DC Health Care Coalition; DC Statehood Green Party; Emergency Committee to Restore Seniors’ Prescription Drug Benefits (WDC); Gray Panthers (National); Gray Panthers of Metropolitan Washington; Barbara Guest (Metropolitan Washington Public Health Association); Health Care for All (San Francisco Chapter); Health Care NOW!; Hearts and Flowers (WDC); Jobs with Justice (WDC);  Kentuckians for Single Payer Healthcare; Metropolitan DC Health Consortium; National Coalition of the Homeless; National Welfare Rights Union; Nurses Professional Organization (KY); Patients United for National Health Insurance (WDC); PNHP New York; PNHP Philadelphia; PushNOW (PA); The Labor Party; Universal Health Care Access Now, UHCAN (OH); Davene White, Howard University Hospital CARES (DC).  

Make checks payable to:  Metropolitan DC Health Consortium, 7603 Georgia Avenue, NW, Suite #203, Washington, DC  20012

Make your hotel reservations now!  Check out Howard’s website at www.howard.edu/enrollmentmanagement/tour/hotels. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Agenda (Draft)

Friday, April 16, 2004

9:00 am
Legislative Overview and Plan for Hill Visits
Capitol Hill (Room to be announced)



Rick Tingling-Clemmons, Conference Organizer, Joel Segal, Legislative Assistant (Rep. John Conyers) 
9:45 am
Hill Visits
[Make appointments to visit your members of Congress and take the message that their constituents want National Health Insurance now! Call 202-225-3121 for House numbers; 202-224-3121 for Senate numbers.]
L U N C H    On your own

2:00 pm
   Conference Welcome – Participants reconvene at Howard University Hospital Towers Auditorium




   Howard University Hospital Representative (invited)




   Congressman John C. Conyers (D, MI)




   Dr. Keith Hunter (Metropolitan DC Health Care Consortium)

2:20 pm
   Why are we here?   Conference Goals and Objectives

Rick & Michele Tingling-Clemmons, Conference Organizers 

2:40 pm
   The State of Health Care - The Case for National Health Insurance


  
   Dr. Quentin Young, Physicians for A National Health Program, PNHP, IL
3:00 pm   Launching a Movement for National Health Insurance, (HR 676, et al)



             Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D, OH) (invited)

             Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D, CA) (invited)



             Congressman John C. Conyers (D, MI)                       

3:50 pm   Building a National Health Insurance Movement for All – Head-Roc

4:00 pm   Getting Our Message Out – Working the Media and Our Networks

Joni Eisenberg, WPFW, DC (invited); Julie Appleby, USA Today, DC (invited) 

4:30 pm   Open Discussion on Launching a Movement – Strategies, Specifics, Organizing  


             Michele & Rick Tingling-Clemmons, Moderators
5:15 pm   Summation and Wrap-up of Day

5:30 pm   A Conversation with the Ancestors – a dramatic presentation by Sister Sameerah Muhammad
R E C E P T I O N

Saturday, April 17, 2004 (All meals provided by Conference)

8:30 am    B R E A K F A S T 

9:00 am    DC Poetry Insurgence or Sing-along with Luci Murphy or DC Labor Chorus [Invited]
9:15 am    Opening Remarks

 Congressman John C. Conyers (D, MI), Ron Gettlefinger, President, UAW, (invited), Leo Gerard, President, USWA, (invited)

9:40 am    Learning the Details – Universal National Health Insurance for All – Q & A

What are the particulars of UNHI? HR 676?  Talking points?  How do we pay for it?  Bring your hard questions and get armed with the know-how to take this message back to the neighborhoods and win it on the national level. 

                Joel Segal, Legislative Assistant, Rep. John Conyers (D, MI), Dr. Rudy Mueller (NY)

10:20 am
 Health Care for All – Why We Can’t Wait 

 Dr. Claudia Fegan, (invited) Physicians for A National Health Program, PNHP, IL

 Dr. Walter Tsou, Incoming President, American Public Health Association, APHA (PA)

10:50 am
 Federal, State & Local Campaigns and Strategies – What works?  

Don Bechler, CA; Mark Lindgren, OR; Marilyn Clement, Campaign for a National Health Program NOW! (NYC)

11:45 am  Organizing 101 – We Only Get What We’re Organized to Take; So, let’s get organized!




  Rick & Michele Tingling-Clemmons, Conference Organizers; Rachel Degolia, UHCAN, OH

12:30 pm  W O R K I N G     L U N C H – conference participants pick up lunches and keep on working. 

12:30 pm  Seniors Skit – Beverly Hummel, Metropolitan DC Gray Panthers
12:30 pm  United We Stand – Allying with Other Health Struggles [or An Injury to One is an Injury to All]

    Saving Our Public Health System – Vanessa Dixon, DC Health Care Coalition (invited); Protecting Worker   Benefits – Jaime Contreras, Justice for Janitors, DC (invited); Welfare Rights – Cheri Honkala, KWRU, PA (invited); Students: Preparing the Next Generation of Fighters – Anjali Taneka, American Medical Student Association (invited); Preserving Medicare – Diana Porter, Association of Retired Americans (invited) or NCPMSS

 1:30 – 3:30 Strategy & Skills-Building – Nuts and Bolts Workshops – Participants will discuss the How-to’s of working in particular sectors – looking at the ups, downs, ‘hooks’, cautions, and controlling the message.
 


      Labor Unions – Kay Tillow, Nurses Professional Org., KY (invited) Health Workers – Barbara Guest, Metro.   Wash. PHA (invited) Faith Communities – Devin L. Walker (DC), Paul Sherry (invited); Communities/ Consumers – Jan Campbell, VA 

3:30 pm    Closing Plenary – Coming Full Circle:  On to National Health Insurance for ALL!



   Report back from workshops

  Where we have come from:  Fighting for Health Care, from 1917 to Today; from Cuba to Universal Health             Services Act (the Dellums bill); to Single Payer – Universal Health Insurance for All (HR 676)





  Discussion of Next Steps – Forging A Working Group to coordinate ongoing effort
5:00 pm    Charge to Participants

5:15
      Send-off by DC Poetry Insurgence (invited)
A D J O U R N
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