Organizing Materials for PNHP Activists
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We now have over 18,000 members and over 48 chapters in 42 states! Email ali@pnhp.org for more information on local chapters or to start one in your area. 

Resources available to activists:

- Access to sending out email notifications to members in your local area

- PowerPoint presentations on single-payer targeted to a diversity of audiences

- How-to guides and templates for organizing trainings, events, and houseparties 

- Handouts, brochures, PNHP buttons and bumper stickers for events and tabling
- Sign-in sheets for medical and public audiences for follow-up from national

- Information on how to start a chapter in your area

- PNHP business card templates

- Funding for local single-payer activities, including money to pay for pizza at medical student noontime events when PNHP members are speaking
- National Leadership Training and Annual Meeting

Sample Organizing Calendar, 2011:

January:

- Speakers/leadership training to start off the new year

- Tabling to medical students to reach out to them at the beginning of the semester.

- Solicit speaking engagements for the upcoming year from organizations like the League of Women Voters, Rotary Club. This is a great time to meet with new local presidents and board members. 

- January 17: Martin Luther King Jr. Day provides an opportunity to speak out for health care justice while recognizing Rev. King’s legacy of organizing for social change.

February: 

- Black History Month- Messaging and writing during February could center around how only through a single-payer system would health disparities be eliminated.

- February 14-17 (estimate): District work period for federal legislators, a great time to meet with legislators in your area. 

- February 14: Medical student organizing could focus on breaking up with your insurance company for Valentine’s Day for single payer. 

March:

- March 8: International Women’s Day could be a great opportunity to speak out that only through a single-payer system would health disparities between men and women be eliminated. 

- March 13- 19: Cover the uninsured week.

- March 28- April 8 (estimate): District work period for federal legislators, a great time to meet with legislators in your area.

April:

- April 1: April Fool’s Day could be a great organizing opportunity for medical students using language that the private health insurance industry is treating patients and physicians like fools. 

- Many farmer’s markets begin in April/May, and some will offer a free or deeply discounted rate to nonprofits to have an educational table at their market. This is a great opportunity to sign more people up in your local area. 

May:

- May 5: Cinco de Mayo provides the opportunity to reach out to Latinos regarding health disparities and how under a single-payer system, all people would have health care coverage.

- Many medical specialty society meetings are held in May, providing an excellent opportunity to hand out specialty-specific information on single payer. 

June:

- 15-17: America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) meeting in San Francisco, California.
July: 

- July 1: Medicare implemented in 1966, 45th anniversary in 2011
- July 30: Signing of Medicare in 1965
August:

- August 9- September 10 (estimate): Meetings with legislators during the August Recess. 

- Mid-August- September: Many new Chief Residents begin planning for the year ahead, providing the opportunity to solicit Grand Rounds and Residency Seminars.

September: 

- The new medical student semester provides outreach opportunities to have informational tables at medical student club fairs

- Mid-September: Annual Census data on the uninsured released
- September 5: Labor Day, many cities host social justice rallies on this day providing speaking opportunity for PNHPers

- September 21: International Day of Peace

October:

- October 3: Child Health Day

- October 21: Especially for students: Organize around having a lobby day or rally around Halloween using the messaging around “Treating, not tricking patients: Medicare for All” 

November: 

- PNHP Annual Meeting and Leadership Training
- November 11: Veteran’s Day. 

December:

- December 10: Human Rights Day 
PNHP Staff:

Executive Director Ida Hellander, MD, assists with policy and strategy questions, analysis of state and federal legislation, newsletter editing, and mentoring activists. 
ida@pnhp.org 

Communications Director Mark Almberg assists with writing editorial or opinion pieces, proofreading writing projects, pitching PNHPers and stories to the media, editing and writing press releases, and providing local media contacts.

mark@pnhp.org 

Research Associate and IT Director Dave Howell assists with website design and maintenance, sending out emails, general information, and Grand Rounds engagements.

dave@pnhp.org 
Director of Administration and Development Matt Petty assists with database management, questions and updates, dispersing funds to local chapters, member lists, local and national mailings, development, grants and daily management of office.
matt@pnhp.org 

National Organizer Ali Thebert assists with regional and local activists and leadership trainings, arranging public speaking engagements, chapter visits, event coordination, and social media. 

ali@pnhp.org 

Membership Associate Angela Fegan assists database updates, mailings, sending resource materials to local activists and chapters, PowerPoint design and layout, and product design for PNHP’s online store. 

angela@pnhp.org 
29 E. Madison, Ste. 602

Chicago, IL 60602

(312) 782-6006 main | (312) 782-6007 fax

