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Number of Personal Bankruptcies, Medical Bankruptcies and People in  
Families Experiencing Medical Bankruptcy in 2010, by State 
 
 

  
Total Personal 

Bankruptcies 
Medical 

Bankruptcies 
Number of People in 

Medically Bankrupt Families 
Alabama 33,403 20,743 57,874
Alaska 1,040 646 1,802
Arizona 41,060 25,498 71,140
Arkansas 15,961 9,912 27,654
California 250,786 155,738 434,509
Colorado 31,396 19,497 54,396
Connecticut 11,033 6,851 19,116
Delaware 3,299 2,049 5,716
District of Columbia 1,177 731 3,284
Florida 108,019 67,080 187,153
Georgia 76,785 47,683 133,037
Hawaii 3,817 2,370 6,613
Idaho 7,994 4,964 13,850
Illinois 80,437 49,951 139,364
Indiana 46,375 28,799 80,349
Iowa 9,445 5,865 16,364
Kansas 10,902 6,770 18,889
Kentucky 24,314 15,099 42,126
Louisiana 18,394 11,423 31,869
Maine 3,968 2,464 6,875
Maryland 28,792 17,880 49,885
Massachusetts* 22,986 12,160 35,749
Michigan 66,693 41,416 115,552
Minnesota 21,473 13,335 37,204
Mississippi 13,863 8,609 24,019
Missouri 32,517 20,193 56,339
Montana 2,942 1,827 5,097
Nebraska 7,625 4,735 13,211
Nevada 29,033 18,029 50,302
New Hampshire 5,019 3,117 8,696
New Jersey 39,890 24,772 69,113
New Mexico 6,284 3,902 10,888
New York 53,737 33,371 93,104
North Carolina 25,233 15,670 43,718



North Dakota 1,582 982 2,741
Ohio 68,852 42,757 119,292
Oklahoma 14,434 8,964 25,008
Oregon 19,667 12,213 34,075
Pennsylvania 37,831 23,493 65,546
Puerto Rico 12,035 7,474 20,852
Rhode Island 5,329 3,309 9,233
South Carolina 8,941 5,552 15,491
South Dakota 1,931 1,199 3,346
Tennessee 49,075 30,476 85,027
Texas 54,056 33,569 93,657
Utah 17,801 11,054 30,842
Vermont 1,581 982 2,739
Virginia 36,163 22,457 62,656
Washington 32,429 20,138 56,186
West Virginia 5,892 3,659 10,208
Wisconsin 29,476 18,305 51,070
Wyoming 1,488 924 2,578
Total 1,531,590 949,926 2,650,295

 

 
 
Note:  Number of medical bankruptcies and number of people in medically bankrupt families 
calculated from state figures for non-business chapter 7 and chapter 13 filings for 2010 ( 
http://www.uscourts.gov/uscourts/Statistics/BankruptcyStatistics/BankruptcyFilings/2010/1210_f
2.pdf) multiplied by the proportion of medical bankruptcies (62.1%) and average bankrupt family 
size (2.79 members) from “Medical bankruptcy in the United States, 2007: Results of a national 
study,” David U. Himmelstein, M.D; Deborah Thorne, Ph.D.; Elizabeth Warren, J.D.; Steffie 
Woolhandler, M.D., M.P.H. American Journal of Medicine, June 4, 2009. 
 
* Massachusetts figures updated from: “Medical Bankruptcy in Massachusetts: Has Health Reform 
Made a Difference?” David U. Himmelstein, M.D.; Deborah Thorne, Ph.D.; Steffie Woolhandler, 
M.D., M.P.H. American Journal of Medicine, March 8, 2011. 


