
S HNa P
Students for a National Health Program

From the streets to the Hill
The sixth annual SNaHP summit
Saturday, March 11, 2017

Workshops
Answering Difficult Questions About Single Payer
Janine Petito, Boston University School of Medicine, MD Class of 2017  
Augie Lindmark, University of Minnesota Medical School, MD Class of 2018

Deep Canvassing 101
Shruthi Bhuma, California Health Professional Student Alliance
Swathi Bhuma, California Health Professional Student Alliance

Effective Strategies for Building and Maintaining a Successful SNaHP Chapter
Bryant Shuey, University of New Mexico School of Medicine, MD Class of 2018
Reuben Baker, Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University, MD Class of 2018

Fighting for Single Payer in the Time of the ACA
Ebiere Okah, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, MD Class of 2017
Lily Ostrer, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, MD Class of 2018

From the Hospital        to the Streets        to the Interwebz    : 
Using Twitter as a (Future) Physician-Activist
Dorothy Charles, Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, MD Class of 2019

Health policy is wonky and brings up many tough questions.  In this session, you will practice and sharpen 
the skills you need to answer the most difficult questions about single payer healthcare.  If there ever was 
a combination of Jeopardy, your high school debate team, and health justice, this is it.

To win issue campaigns, it is essential that organizers learn how to expand their base by changing the 
hearts and minds of those who not yet with them. In this workshop, you will learn the basics of deep 
canvassing, an innovative grassroots approach to voter education with a lasting impact.

A SNaHP chapter can be a gateway to local and national healthcare organizing and advocacy. Learn 
more about what successful SNaHP chapters have done to energize students, engage in local and 
national health policy and create the necessary institutional memory that carries your chapter through 
leadership transitions.

Republicans in Congress are working to repeal the ACA and many medical student organizations are 
fighting against repeal without replacement plan. The ACA is not sufficient, but single payer advocates 
are now in a position where they may need to defend the ACA. This workshop will cover how can we 
continue to make a case for single payer in the time of Trump.

Social media is powerful in connecting people, sharing ideas, and sparking action around specific issues 
like #NoDAPL, #FlintWaterCrisis, and #Medicare4All. Our work as future physician-activists in an increasingly 
digital age will require us to seamlessly move between online and IRL spaces and to engage our 
colleagues in medicine, as well as community organizers and the general public. This workshop will intro-
duce tips, tricks, and best practices for using Twitter to connect, inform, and organize people online -- and 
then translating online social networks to offline ones. While Twitter will be the focus, the information here 
can be applied to other social media platforms. Familiarity with Twitter is not required to participate!



How to Craft an Elevator Pitch for Single-Payer
Jawad Husain, Boston University School of Medicine, MD Class of 2017

Intersections Between the Movement for a National Health Program 
and the Fight for Racial Justice
Ebiere Okah, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, MD Class of 2017
Lily Ostrer, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, MD Class of 2018

Legislative Advocacy at the Nexus of Primary Care and Public Health
Richard Bruno, Resident Physician, Family and Preventive Medicine program at MedStar Franklin 
Square and Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, Maryland.

Legislative Power Mapping
Shruthi Bhuma, California Health Professional Student Alliance
Swathi Bhuma, California Health Professional Student Alliance

Single Payer 101
Andy Hyatt, Boston University School of Medicine, MD Class of 2018
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Have you ever found yourself put on the spot when given the chance to explain your stance on single 
payer health insurance? Do you find yourself reliving this moment of anxiety, wishing you had said some-
thing more coherent rather than rambling on unintelligibly? This workshop will help you craft an elevator 
pitch--a brief, clear statement that presents a compelling argument for single payer in under a 1 minute 
(the amount of time that you might spend chatting with someone at an elevator.) Having a thoughtful, 
concise pitch will help you be prepared to speak to anyone, from television reporters to medical 
colleagues about why you support single payer health insurance. 

In this workshop, we will explore how the current health insurance system enables racism in health care 
and how modifications to the current system short of a national health plan perpetuate racial health 
disparities. We will also discuss how why it is imperative to include more discussion of racial justice in our 
fight for single payer to ensure that the system we achieve is truly more equitable. 

Learn how to put together your own campaign and advocate for legislation using a wide variety of 
organizing tactics such as op-eds, giving testimony, lobbying, rallies and protests. We will look at several 
real-life examples from the presenter’s experience while in residency. 

Power mapping is a conceptual framework that helps advocates analyze power relationships and 
develop strategies for creating change. This workshop will teach you how to create your own power 
map and will feature case studies from the SF Bay Area--California Single Payer movement.

Come join us for a discussion of the state of the US healthcare system, and how we can work to improve 
it! We will discuss the Affordable Care Act, conservative alternatives, and the way forward to single 
payer. This is an introductory talk - all are welcome!



Members of Put People First! PA will discuss our organizing model. We'll describe our structure, some basic 
definitions important to our strategy, and tell some stories about our experiences particularly over the 
past year. We'll share and we'll sing. We believe in the leadership of the poor and dispossessed.

Writing is a fundamental advocacy tool. In this workshop, participants will learn the basics of writing 
letters to the editor, op-eds, and articles. We will critique an example of each then split into groups to 
practice writing our own. Come prepared to write and share. 
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Transformative Organizing
Karim Sariahmed, Put People First! PA Campaign Team, Lewis Katz School of Medicine at 
Temple University, MD Class of 2019
Farrah Samuels, Put People First! PA Fundraising Team
Maddie Taterka, Put People First! PA Media and Communications Team
Clarissa O'Conor, Put People First! PA Basebuilding Team, Future Medical Student

Writing for Single Payer
Emily Kirchner, Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple University, MD/MA 
in Urban Bioethics Class of 2017 


